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We would like to take this opportunity to welcome our new Family Support Worker Gill Kent.  Gill will join 

our Safeguarding Team.  Gill is an experienced practitioner and has worked with families in other schools 

before joining us.  Further Safeguarding information can also be found on our website 

https://www.marstonmoreteyneschool.org/safeguarding/ 

 

Meet the Team 

 

 

 

 

 

To create your account, please follow https://nationalonlinesafety.com/enrol/marston-

moreteyne-vc-school and complete your details. When you’re set up, you’ll be able to set 

‘Parent/Carer’ as your user type.   

You can access National Online Safety online via any device- including via our brand-new 

smartphone app. To download the app, please go to: 

https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/national-online-safety/id1530342372 

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=uk.co.nationaleducationgroup.nos 

Alternatively, search for ‘National Online Safety’ in the App Store/Google Play Store. 

Free Parenting advice and support on a wide range of digital 

parenting topics including social media, screen time, setting 

safety features on all devices …. A superb resource for all 

parents and carers which is quick and easy to use! 

https://www.marstonmoreteyneschool.org/safeguarding/
https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/national-online-safety/id1530342372
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=uk.co.nationaleducationgroup.nos


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Poppy Playtime  

We have been alerted to a video game called Poppy Playtime, featuring a character called Huggy Wuggy. 

It is being described by some users as an “introduction to horror.” Videos, versions of the game, and 

associated material are becoming increasingly popular on YouTube, Roblox, and other platforms used by 

young children.   

What is Poppy Playtime? 

Poppy Playtime is a horror game made by a small independent team (MOB Games). The game involves an 

unnamed protagonist investigating a mystery in an abandoned toy factory. As the player, you roam around 

the factory and collect VHS tapes to solve the mystery of what happened. You must solve puzzles while 

trying to survive the “vengeful toys” left behind. The factory’s most popular toy “Huggy Wuggy” – a giant, 

horrifying blue creature with bulging eyes, wide red lips, and long limbs – actively follows you around as 

you try to complete the game. He appears in the dark unexpectedly to try and catch you. If you get 

caught, Huggy Wuggy bears his wide and sinister grin and eats you. 

What are the risks? 

There are multiple risks that can arise from children and young people being exposed to frightening 

content before they are prepared. 

• Added anxiety and stress – Children and young people are still growing and learning. They may not 

be at a level of emotional maturity that would be able to process frightening content, even if it is 

intentional. Horror games could hamper that growth by creating unnecessary anxiety and stress. 

• Intrusive thoughts – Everyone has the ‘thing that goes bump in the night.’ If children play this 

game or watch it, the Boogeyman could easily be replaced with characters like Huggy Wuggy. This 

could cause children to lose focus or sleep and could interrupt family rest cycles. 

• New fears – The manipulation of child-friendly items into threatening characters exploits the 

sense of security a child would feel around these things. They may suddenly be terrified of 

something that had never been a worry before. 

Red Flags to look out for in your Children 

Content like this can scare children and affect their behaviour, especially if they’re younger or have never 

been introduced to horror before. Being introduced to content with gory or scary themes before they 

have built resilience can result in a negative reaction. 

Below are some red flags to be aware of: 

• Finding it hard to focus or concentrate 

• Appearing withdrawn 

• Changes in appetite 

• Sleep disturbances or nightmares 

• Appearing suddenly angry, irritable, or teary 

• Constant worry or anxiety, appearing fidgety or unable to relax 

• Sudden appearance of new fears that weren’t present before 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 4 Walking Home 

 

In the summer term parents / carers can give permission for their Year 4 child to walk home independently.  

This is to begin to prepare them for their transition to Middle School providing increased independence, 

confidence and road sense.  If you feel your child is ready for this responsibility, please email the school 

office providing your consent. 

If you and your child do feel they’re ready to come home alone, it helps to go over some rules about staying 

safe. 

• Make sure they know their address and your telephone number by heart, in case they get lost or 

have to navigate home from somewhere new. 

• Talk to them about road safety. They should always look both ways before crossing the street. 

• Remind them never to accept a lift from someone they don’t know, or let a stranger into the house. 

They should never give personal information away – in real life or online. 

• Remind them that if they feel unsafe or uncomfortable at any time, they can talk to you or a trusted 

adult. 

If they ever feel like they’re in immediate danger, they should call the police straight away on 999. 

 

Useful Websites  

 

Parental Controls Guide - https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-

controls/#:~:text=Parental%20control%20apps%20like%20Google,inappropriate%20content%20restrictio

ns%20and%20more.  

NSPCC deciding what your child should see online https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-

safety/parental-controls/ 

CEOP Using Parental Controls https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/articles/Parental-controls/  

iPhone setting up family controls https://support.apple.com/en-gb/guide/iphone/iph00ba7d632/ios  

Setting up Filters on home internet https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/parental-controls-

offered-by-your-home-internet-provider  

https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/#:~:text=Parental%20control%20apps%20like%20Google,inappropriate%20content%20restrictions%20and%20more
https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/#:~:text=Parental%20control%20apps%20like%20Google,inappropriate%20content%20restrictions%20and%20more
https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/#:~:text=Parental%20control%20apps%20like%20Google,inappropriate%20content%20restrictions%20and%20more
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/parental-controls/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/parental-controls/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/articles/Parental-controls/
https://support.apple.com/en-gb/guide/iphone/iph00ba7d632/ios
https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/parental-controls-offered-by-your-home-internet-provider
https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/parental-controls-offered-by-your-home-internet-provider


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer Water Safety 

 

As we are approaching the summer months following a particularly wet winter, I would like to provide 

some information and support in relation to water safety. Bedfordshire Fire & Rescue Service along 

with our partners including the Police and Local Authorities are regularly contacted by residents who 

are concerned for the safety of young people who are accessing water sites for leisure activities. 

Popular areas for leisure activities include but not limited to; 

• Priory Marina – Bedford 

• Wixams Lakes – Wixams 

• Kempston Milll - Kempston 

• Blue Lagoon – Arlesey 

• River Ivel - Shefford 

• Stewartby Lake – Forest of Marston Vale 

• The Old Mill - Sandy 

• The Riddy – Sandy 

Unfortunately, accidental drownings happen all too frequently and even the strongest swimmers can find 

themselves in difficulties. There are also concerns for young and vulnerable people who may not be aware 

of the danger and risks that water poses. 

As well as changes in water current and weather conditions, outdoor water can contain hazards such as 

entrapments, weeds, rubbish, drains, broken bottles and pollution. It is also difficult to judge the depth 

of water; shallow water can change to deep water quickly and jumping into shallow water could result in 

serious injury. In addition, cold water shock can also occur when jumping into a river or lake on a hot day. 

Advice on water safety can be found on our website www.bedsfire.gov.uk , in addition there is also a link 

to the Royal National Lifeboat Institution website which gives further advice on how to keep safe in 

water. 

The fire service are unable to stop people swimming outside or in open water, but if you have concerns 

of anti-social behaviour please report this to the Police non-emergency number on 101. 

If someone is in trouble in the water and needs help in an emergency, please call 999. 

Have a safe and enjoyable summer. 

 

Kind Regards 

 

Lauren McEvoy 

Community Safety Officer 

Bedfordshire Fire and Rescue Service 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bedsfire.gov.uk/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have a concern about the safety of a child please speak to a member of the safeguarding 

team or you can call: 

Central Bedfordshire Access and Referral Hub - 0300 300 8585 

 

Bedford Borough Integrated Front Door - 01234 718700 
 

For further safeguarding information and advice please visit our school website 

https://www.marstonmoreteyneschool.org/safeguarding/ 

 

Family Support & Help for Marston Families 

At Marston Moreteyne VC School, we understand that many children and families might experience 

difficult times. The cost-of-living crisis continues to place our community under increasing financial 

pressure which, understandably, can cause stress and anxiety in the home.  

Gill Kent is our Family Support Worker and she is able to help families with a range of issues including 

advice with debt management, food supplies, housing issues, bereavement and much more.  Gill can be 

contacted via email Family.Support@marstonmoreteyneschool.org or by calling the school office. 

Further Help  

https://helpforhouseholds.campaign.gov.uk/?utm_campaign=H4H_UK&utm_medium=Search&utm_source=G

oogle&utm_content=Brand&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIitfvsfjL_AIVAp7tCh0J_gFBEAAYASAAEgLSYvD_BwE&

gclsrc=aw.ds 

https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/debt-and-money/get-help-with-the-cost-of-living/ 

https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/info/165/support_with_the_cost_of_living 

https://www.marstonmoreteyneschool.org/family-support/ 

 

https://www.marstonmoreteyneschool.org/safeguarding/
mailto:Family.Support@marstonmoreteyneschool.org
https://helpforhouseholds.campaign.gov.uk/?utm_campaign=H4H_UK&utm_medium=Search&utm_source=Google&utm_content=Brand&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIitfvsfjL_AIVAp7tCh0J_gFBEAAYASAAEgLSYvD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://helpforhouseholds.campaign.gov.uk/?utm_campaign=H4H_UK&utm_medium=Search&utm_source=Google&utm_content=Brand&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIitfvsfjL_AIVAp7tCh0J_gFBEAAYASAAEgLSYvD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://helpforhouseholds.campaign.gov.uk/?utm_campaign=H4H_UK&utm_medium=Search&utm_source=Google&utm_content=Brand&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIitfvsfjL_AIVAp7tCh0J_gFBEAAYASAAEgLSYvD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/debt-and-money/get-help-with-the-cost-of-living/
https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/info/165/support_with_the_cost_of_living
https://www.marstonmoreteyneschool.org/family-support/

