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Gods and Mortals

Gods and Mortals

Ancient Greece

The ancient Greeks lived about 4000 years ago. Ancient
Greece was made up of many city-states. These city-states
were protected by a powerful city. Each city-state had its
own laws, customs and rulers. Many city-states were at
war with each other.
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Map of ancient Greece showing city-states of Athens and Sparta

Greek soldiers

War was a big part of life in ancient Greece.
The armies were mainly made up of foot
soldiers, known as hoplites. They fought X
with a long spear and used a large shield <
for protection. In battle, hoplites

fought together as a team. The\//(w
would line up and interlock

their shields to create a shield

wall, then point their spears over

the top. This formation, known as a

phalanx, was very effective.
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Life in ancient Greece

Ancient Greece was a warm, dry country. Most people
worked as farmers, fishermen or traders.

Homes

Ancient Greek homes were usually built around a central
courtyard. The walls were built from wood and mud
bricks, with small windows. Rich people decorated their
walls with paintings and colourful tiles. There were no
bathrooms so people washed in public baths or streams.
Mattresses were stuffed with wool, feathers or dry grass.

Family

Men made all the important decisions in ancient Greece.
Women, in most city-states, were expected to look after
the home and were taught home-making skills, such as
cooking and weaving. However, women and girls in the
city-state of Sparta had more freedom and were taught
to read and write. Spartan children were sent away from
home when they were six or seven years old. Boys were
trained as soldiers and girls went to school.

Olympic Games

The ancient Greeks loved sport and started holding the
Olympic Games. Wars were stopped so people could
travel from all over Greece to take part in and watch the
Games. They took part in running, long jump, shot put,
javelin, boxing and horse riding events, winning a wreath
of leaves. It was also a religious occasion, as the event was
dedicated to a god called Zeus.

Culture

The ancient Greeks were great
craftspeople. They made pottery vases
that were decorated with scenes =
from daily life or geometric

designs. They were fantastic builders

and built temples to their gods, as

well as statues and huge, open-air
theatres. Ancient Greeks enjoyed music,
dancing and feasting.

Tip: Print in A3.
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Gods and goddesses

The ancient Greeks believed the gods and goddesses
watched over them from the top of Mount Olympus and
that each god or goddess had power over a different part
of the world.

Zeus king of the gods and ruler of the skies

Poseidon god of the sea

Hades god of the underworld

Demeter goddess of the Earth and harvest

Poseidon

Greek myths

Greek myths are stories about the gods and magical
creatures of ancient Greece. They taught people about
values such as bravery, intelligence, right and wrong.

Icarus and Daedalus

Daedalus and his son, Icarus, built a labyrinth for King
Minos of Crete. They were locked up but escaped by
making wings from feathers and wax.

Theseus and the Minotaur
Theseus from Athens killed the minotaur belonging to
King Minos and escaped from Crete with Princess Ariadne.

Pandora’s box

Zeus gave a box to Pandora and told her never to open it.
She opened the box and terrible things, such as hate and
sickness, came into the world. The last thing to come out
of the box was hope.
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